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SAPPHIRE’S COOPER TIRE WIN REDUCES  

CARBON FOOTPRINT 

 

Cooper Tire and Rubber Company Europe Ltd - based at Melksham, Wiltshire 

- has awarded a waste tyre collection contract to Sapphire Energy Recovery, 

drastically reducing previous miles travelled for waste disposal. 

 

Sapphire Energy Recovery is now transporting the majority of the waste tyres 

generated during the manufacturing process to Lafarge Cement’s Westbury 

Works just nine miles from Cooper Tire’s Melksham factory, where they are 

consumed in the cement kiln.   

 

Previously, Cooper Tire’s waste tyres were transported to a Midlands location 

over a hundred miles away. The new Cooper Tire waste tyre collection 

contract is managed by SITA UK Ltd, the recycling and waste management 

company, out of its Bristol depot. 

 

Scrap tyres have been providing a sustainable fuel alternative for the cement 

industry for well over a decade, providing an environmentally-beneficial outlet 

for the 40 million tyres removed from UK vehicles every year. 

 

“We approached Sapphire as part of our aim to help Cooper Tire reduce its 

carbon footprint in terms of waste disposal,” said John Hynes, Waste Contract 

Manager for SITA UK.  “This new contract means the waste tyres travel far 

fewer miles than they did in the past, which is clearly better for the 

environment.” 
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“The disposal route is also beneficial to the environment,” added Ryan Mifflin, 

head of sales and marketing for Sapphire. “The tyres are fully consumed in 

the extraordinary heat of the cement kiln, energy is recovered and no waste is 

produced as a result.  It’s a win-win situation for Cooper Tire, SITA UK, 

Sapphire Energy Recovery and Lafarge Cement.”  
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Notes to editors: 
 
Sapphire Energy Recovery 

• Sapphire Energy Recovery was formed in 2001 as a joint venture between the 
Lafarge Group – the world’s largest cement maker – and Michelin Tyre PLC – the 
world’s largest tyre manufacturer. 

• The joint venture met the needs of both businesses – for Lafarge Cement a need to 
achieve security of tyre supply, for Michelin, a need to proactively meet its producer 
responsibility obligations. 

• Sapphire offers a sustainable solution to the processing of used or end-of-life tyres in 
the UK by providing them for use as an alternative fuel for the cement industry. 

• Sapphire manages the used tyre supply chain to: 
o facilitate collection of end of life tyres from all sources including wholesalers, 

vehicle dismantlers and local authority schemes 
o bring tyres to a Sapphire processing centre via a regional collector network 
o produce a specific grade of chipped tyre proven to be the best size for 

combustion in the cement industry.  

• All Sapphire’s processing centres in the UK are certified to ISO 14001, registered to 
the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) and regularly monitored by the 
Environment Agency. 

Cooper Tire and Rubber Company Europe Ltd    
Cooper Tire & Rubber Company Europe Ltd, a subsidiary of the Cooper Tire & Rubber 
Company of Findlay, Ohio, USA, has more than a century’s experience at the leading edge of 
tyre technology. Cooper produces a full range of tyres for passenger car and 4x4 applications 
under the Cooper and Avon brand names, together with Avon motorcycle tyres. Visit 
www.coopertire.com for more information 
 
 

SITA UK 
• SITA UK delivers a wide variety of recycling and waste management services to 

businesses and residents throughout the UK. Every day, over 12 million residents 
and 31,000 business customers benefit from the company’s knowledge and 
experience in managing waste.  

• With experts and specialists in subjects ranging from power generation to composting, 
SITA is well equipped to assist and advise customers in all aspects of recycling and 
waste management. 

• Services include: recycling, composting, business waste, security shredding, 
residential waste, energy from waste, green energy generation, landfill engineering, 
environmental compliance, bulk haulage, street cleansing, civic amenity site 
management, and transfer station management. 

For Further Information: 
Kirsten Parrish 
�:  01295 670160 or 07766 561930 
�:  Kirsten@kdpr.co.uk 
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